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December 21, 2011
Dear Mr. Stiebel;

Further to our recent telephone conversation, I trust that the following will clarify our position regarding the re-opening of the Kearney Graphite Mine. While we applaud the opportunity for employment, we have serious concerns regarding effects that future mining activities will have on ground water flow and temperature patterns within the immediate vicinity.
As you know, the mine site is located at the source of three major south-central Ontario rivers, namely the North Branch of the Magnetawan River, the South Branch of the Magnetawan River and the Tim River.  Removal of headwater geological structure by open pit mining will inevitably lead to changes in flow and temperature patterns within these three river systems. As well, Graphite Lake is known to have been a self-sustaining brook trout headwater lake prior to the mine opening.
It is apparently accepted within the industry that there will not only always be seepage downstream from attendant settling and polishing ponds, but pollutants will be stirred up by wind currents and spread to surrounding land areas.

Moreover, it is my understanding that this graphite deposit extends in a north-easterly direction across the height-of-land into Algonquin Park. During a site visit on September 8th, 1999, the previous mine manager explained to me that the company planned to eventually drain McGuire Lake and mine claims within the “Sheehan Option”, covering the deposit up to the Park boundary.

That would inevitably take the operation beyond the height-of-land and would affect the headwaters of the Tim River, which flows easterly through Algonquin Park and joins the Petawawa River, ultimately emptying into the Ottawa River. The possible alteration of flow patterns along with the accompanying danger of pollution entering Algonquin Park headwaters is our primary concern. You may also wish to consider that a sizeable area east of the height-of land up to the Algonquin Park boundary was declared E67n – Algonquin Ecosystem Headwaters, under the “Lands for Life: Ontario‘s Living Legacy” program of 1999.
If hydro-geological surveys were to clearly establish that open pit mining would not negatively affect the adjacent ground and surface water patterns and if you were to ensure that mining would not take place beyond the height-of-land, our major concerns would be addressed.

Algonquin Eco Watch would welcome the opportunity to discuss these concerns with you.





      
Yours very truly,





       Mike Wilton, Director.

cc. – (via email) Tom Myatt, Jerry Janick, Dianne Saxe, Jackie Campbell, Chief Kirby Whiteduck, David Euler, Marj Wilton, Linda Leckie, Erin Hogg, Hugh Banks, Lela Gamble, Caitlin Glynn-Morris, MNDM, MOE, Mining Watch, Algonquin Park Superintendent. 
